














and communication is critical to the
development of a child’s cognitive, social
and emotional wellbeing.*>

Children starting school with speech,
language and communication needs
(SLCN) may struggle with any aspect of
speech, language and communication.

A child who struggles to speak will often
struggle to read and write. ¢ 7 This issue
can be compounded if children are taught
reading and written language before their
spoken language skills are developed
enough to access this teaching. 8

National Ofsted reports have highlighted
the importance of speaking and listening
in the most successful schools °and
communication across the curriculumis
highlighted in the Ofsted framework for
inspection.™

Children with SLCN can become withdrawn
or present with challenging behaviour within
the primary school environment.'" Many
children with SLCN can be withdrawn
socially; they play alone more and are

less liked by others in their class. '2 Others
display significant behavioural difficulties.

Why a targeted intervention?

In parts of the UK, particularly in areas of
social disadvantage, upwards of 50 per
cent of children enter school with speech,
language and communication needs
(SLCN). ™ Some of these children are
unable to speak in sentences, understand
simple instructions, or listen or join in

with conversations either socially or

during school tasks. Teaching staff have
expressed similar concerns; that around
half of children start school with inadequate
language skills. '* Many of these children

do not have an underlying impairment and
have the potential to catch up but often will
not do so without support.

Talk Boost KS1 is designed to offer targeted
support to this group of children.
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What practitioners say about

Talk Boost KS1

Talk Boost KS1 is great for all those children in

the middle — the ones that wouldn’t qualify
for specialist help, but aren’t thriving at
school because of a speech and language
problem and/or a confidence problem.

Denise O'Neil, Learning Support Assistant
Dover Road Primary, Gravesham

Healey Primary is a school that serves a
mixed community — our catchment area
includes a council estate as well as more
affluent areas. Most of our pupils are White
British, though we are getting an increasing
number of children with English as an
Additional Language through the doors.

I'm one of two Teaching Assistants
involved in running the sessions with year
1 and year 2 children. We both feel the

10 weeks of support is making a massive

difference - there are vast improvements in

children’s listening skills, their ability to sit
and concentrate in class, their vocabulary,
the way they tell stories and even the way
they relate to each other.

Things as simple as making eye contact with
the person you're speaking to — it might not
sound like much but it makes a big difference
to the quality of children’s interactions.

The children see the Talk Boost activities
as games - they jump up as soon as the
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name of their group is called, it isn’t hard
to persuade them to get involved! Having
delivered it a few times now | have some
favourite activities | look forward to doing
— children always enjoy the yellow ball
activity where they each have toadd to a
list of adjectives to describe the ball.

Another game they always enjoy is the
special person game, where one child
goes out and the rest of the group

each have to think of a reason why their
classmate is special that they share when
they are brought back into the room.

We definitely want to carry on with Talk
Boost KS1 because it benefits the individual
child so much.

Susan Bray, Higher Level Teaching
Assistant, Healey Primary, Rochdale



