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Top Tips to help your Chatterbox Challenge make the news! &%Vf*

Your local media — newspapers, radio, TV, online and community publications are always looking for
interesting stories to cover and often rely on people such as you telling them what is going on in the
community.

Use the following top tips to help make sure that your Chatterbox Challenge hits the local headlines!
e Send your local media details of your event and don’t forget to also send a follow up email.
Remember to keep it short and to answer:
» ‘Who’ —is doing the Challenge and how many children are involved
‘When’ —is you Challenge happening
‘Where’ — the address of where your event will be taking place.
‘What’ — is the Chatterbox Challenge all about
‘Why’ — Is it important? Over one million children in the UK have a communication
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difficulty, by taking part in the Chatterbox Challenge you will be making a real
difference to their lives, as well as helping to develop your children’s communication
skills.

e Give the local media a call three of four days before your Chatterbox Challenge and ask
whether they are sending a photographer along. Ask if they are interested in interviewing
you about it. Emphasise again what you are doing and why it is interesting. Maybe you will
be putting on a show in a public place, or dressing up. Perhaps your little chatterers are
super fundraisers?

e Don’t forget to provide your contact details in case the media want to contact you.

e [f you work in a nursery, children’s centre or school which is part of a wider organisation, do
you have a Communications/ Press team that can help you promote your event? If so, give
them a call or email to see how they could help.

e Think about organising for someone to take pictures on the day:

> Print and online press like to use photos to accompany local stories, and you local
paper might be able to send someone to take a picture of your Challenge. If your
local paper is unable to send a photographer, it is still worthwhile sending a photo
after the event with your press release to your local media.

> Do remember to ask permission to take photos of children and permission to send
them to media before the event from parents and carers.

e Don’t forget to let | CAN know about any exciting or interesting things you may be doing at
your Chatterbox Challenge, so that our PR team can shout about it too! You can email
media@ican.org.uk or call 020 7843 2543.

“How do I explain what I CAN’s Chatterbox Challenge is to a journalist?”

I CAN’S Chatterbox Challenge is an annual, educational and fundraising activity for children aged 0-5 in nurseries, pre-schools and
children’s groups across the UK. Children learn rhymes and songs to develop their own communication skills and are encouraged to
fundraise for I CAN’s work some of the 1 million children who have difficulties with speaking, listening and understanding. Children
practise at home the songs and then perform in front of their parents, families and carers.

Thanks to the generous support of Openreach, a BT Group Business, every penny raised will go directly to help children with
communication difficulties.
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