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Every child understood




For immediate release
11 November 2009
NEW RESOURCES AND TRAINING TO HELP IMPROVE COMMUNICATION WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE YOUTH JUSTICE SYSTEM
Today, The Communication Trust launches Sentence Trouble, a new guide for the youth justice workforce to help them communicate more effectively with all young people in the youth justice system, particularly those with communication needs.  

Sentence Trouble contains real life examples of how a young person’s journey through the youth justice system is reliant on their ability to understand what is being said to them and to get their message across.  It offers staff working in Youth Offending Teams (YOTs), Young Offenders Institutions (YOIs) and secure settings practical tips on how to make themselves more easily understood by the young people they work with.  
It is estimated that two thirds (60%) of young people who offend have undetected communication needs and struggle to understand written or spoken language.  This also prevents them from benefiting from verbally mediated interventions such as education and offender behaviour work which can contribute to re-offending.  
On top of this, very few staff who work in the youth justice system currently have the skills to adapt their own approach to communication.  This means that that many young people don’t get the specialist help and support they need to help them communicate effectively - seriously affecting their chances of leaving the system at the earliest opportunity.    

The Communication Trust has also received funding from the DCSF to fund a wide roll out of their work in providing training to the workforce on the issues of communication needs and the use of a Hidden Difficulties Questionnaire (HDQ) that will be used to identify young people’s communication needs.

Anita Kerwin-Nye, Director of the Communication Trust, said: “The Communication Trust’s mission is to build the knowledge of each and every person who works with young people so that they can understand, recognise and help develop communication skills.  Sentence Trouble is the first crucial step towards supporting the thousands of young people caught up in the youth justice system whose communication needs remain unmet and unrecognised.  
“We are delighted that DCSF has given us the funding to take one further step and build on the excellent work of many front line staff.  Our vision is a workforce who are fully aware of the importance of effective communication and better equipped to provide the help and support to those young people that have communication needs.  We hope that this will reduce the disproportionate number of young people that enter and leave the youth justice system without having their needs properly addressed.”

Diz Minnitt, Speech and Language lead at the Association of YOT Managers (AYM) said: "The Association of YOT Managers welcomes the DCSF decision to extend funding for the Communication Trust to roll out nationwide training for YOT staff around the use of the HDQ to identify Communication Needs.
 

"The significant level of communication needs experienced by young people within the Youth Justice population is an issue that the AYM has sought to raise awareness of for some considerable time.  The recent changes to sentencing guidelines means that this decision to fund further training is extremely timely and will be welcomed by Youth Offending Teams keen to identify , help and support those young people who are some of the most vulnerable within the system." 
Vernon Coaker, Minister of State for Schools & Learners, said: “I am delighted to welcome the launch of The Communication Trust’s programme of work to help staff identify and support the communication needs of young people who offend.  That so many voluntary organisations and professional bodies are working together on one cause shows the importance placed on ensuring that young people have the communication skills to access health, education and employment services. 
 

“We are delighted to have supported Sentence Trouble as a publication and are pleased to announce funding for The Communication Trust to roll out its work on screening and support for the workforce into community and secure offender settings over 2010/11. This builds on and extends our commitment in the 2008 Better Communication Action Plan.” 
 

Sentence Trouble has been produced in partnership by The Communication Trust, The Dyslexia SpLD Trust and the Autism Education Trust, with the support of the Royal College of Speech, Language Therapists, the Association of Youth Offending Managers and the Youth Justice Board.  It has been funded by DCSF.  
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For further information 

To request an interview with Anita Kerwin-Nye, Director of The Communication Trust, please contact Lisa Knowles on 020 7843 2538 or email media@thecommunicationtrust.org.uk  
For further information or to order a copy of Sentence Trouble please email enquiries@thecommunicaitontrust.org.uk or visit www.sentencetrouble.info
 Notes to Editors:
· The Communication Trust has been founded by Afasic, BT Better World Campaign, CDC (Council for Disabled Children) and I CAN.  The Trust’s work has been supported by the Department for Children, Schools and Families and other funders. www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk 

· The Communication Trust aims to;

1. raise awareness of speech, language and communication across the entire children’s workforce

2. enable the children’s workforce to gain access to the skills and knowledge to support the speech, language and communication development of all children 

3. promote the delivery of effective training and professional development opportunities to enhance provision for children with speech, language and communication needs
Association of Youth Offending Team Managers (AYM)
The Association of Youth Offending Team Managers (AYM) is the professional association for heads of Youth Offending Services and managers in Youth Offending Teams in England and Wales.

The Association is able to draw on the wealth of knowledge and the breadth of members’ experience to promote public understanding of youth crime issues and to play its part in shaping the youth crime agenda.

Our members run services providing community-based supervision for children and young people who offend. We also work closely with staff in secure units and young offender institutions to ensure that young people in custody have as smooth a transition as possible back in to the community.
The Autism Education Trust

The Autism Education Trust works to raise awareness of autism education across the children’s workforce.  We bring together organisations involved in delivering autism education services, to share good practice and information and to involve children and young people with autism and their carers to enhance and improve autism education in England.

Steering Group Members include:

Autism Alliance, Wessex Autistic Society, National Autistic Society, TreeHouse, Council for Disabled Children, Blackpool Local Authority, West Midlands Regional Hub, South Gloucestershire Local Authority, Autism Centre for Education and Research at University of Birmingham.

The Dyslexia-SpLD Trust

The Dyslexia-SpLD Trust is a consortium of organisations involved in promoting improved practice and outcomes for individuals with dyslexia and specific learning difficulties.  The Dyslexia-SpLD Trust was established to provide information on effective provision for educating and supporting individuals with dyslexia and specific learning difficulties

Members of The Dyslexia SpLD Trust consortium:

British Dyslexia Association, Dyslexia Action, Helen Arkell Centre, The Professional Association of Teachers of Students with Specific Learning Difficulties (PATOSS), Springboard for Children,  Xtraordinary People

